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Message from the president  
In preparation for writing this message, I looked up the 2014 October newsletter 

and realized that I had predicted an exploration boom and shortage for geologists 

for 2016. Well, I was wrong. However, there have been some signs of recovery 

recently with some young geologists giving up their jobs at the local liquor store and 

the like, to take on real exploration work. Notwithstanding, I will not make any fur-

ther predictions on the resource industry as they will be wrong. What I can do is 

announce what will be going on in terms of talks and events on in the upcoming 

year. 

The first event to announce is a talk, co-hosted by GAC-CS and MDRU, by Dr. John 

Jamieson from Memorial University on Exploration for Seafloor Massive Sulfides. 

This will take place on Wed Oct 5th, 4 pm at the GSC, 1500- 605 Robson Street.  

Given that exploration activities in the province have started to gain momentum, we 

are confident that our breakfast series talks will once again become a regular calen-

dar item. The first of those talks will be by Jules Lajoie on the Frog River Pb-Zn-Pb 

prospect on Tue Nov 1st at 8 am at the GSC.  Additional talks are currently in the 

planning stages but will be announced by e-mail. We are always keen to get addi-

tional suggestions for possible breakfast series (and other) talks and encourage you 

to e-mail suggestions to Tyler Ruks (tyler_ruks@hotmail.com), Carl Verley 

(cverley@telus.net) or myself (tbissig@eos.ubc.ca).   

Additional activities such as field trips, and workshops possibly in collaboration with 

other groups are considered for 2017 but as always, will depend on volunteer time 

and interest of participants. We are open to consider partnering with student groups 

and other organizations for field-trips, talks and 

other events and have the opportunity to contrib-

ute to funding (up to 500$) those events. We are 

not bureaucratic, all that’s needed is a 1 page 

description of the activity and how it is relevant to 

cordilleran geology education or outreach. Appli-

cations can be sent myself or any of the council 

members.  

Of interest to the GAC-CS membership are a 

number of conferences coming up. Besides 

Roundup (Jan 23-26, 2017) these include the 

Cordilleran Tectonics Workshop Feb 24-26 At 

UBC.  
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Later in the year, August 20-23rd 2017 the SGA Biennial Meeting is coming to Canada  (www. sga2017.ca). The cordilleran 

themes will, among others, be represented by a session on ore-forming magmatic-hydrothermal processes along active mar-

gins, co-chaired by David Cooke and myself. 

Last but not least, I would like to announce some changes in the make-up of the GAC-CS council. After many years of in-

volvement Chris Leslie is leaving us to pursue new endeavors down-under. I wish to thank him for his contributions particu-

larly for making the breakfast talks series happen. Likewise, after some 16 years on the Section’s Executive and Council, Jim 

Ryan is stepping down from the council and will fulfill an advisory role when needed, and be able to focus more on his role on 

the Local Organizing Committee of the upcoming Resources for Future Generations (RFG) 2018 Vancouver conference 

(http://rfg2018.org/). 

Thank you for the years of service Jim. John Chapman will take on the role as vice-president this year. We are currently also 

looking for an individual to fill the gap left by Chris Leslie. Nicolett Kovacz has agreed to serve as the UBC student rep on the 

council for the coming year. 

I wish you a successful time in the coming year and look forward seeing you at some events. I would also like to encourage 

you to come forward with suggestions.  

Thomas Bissig 

If you wish to contribute something to the 

newsletter, please send it to the editor:  

news@gac-cs.ca   

2016-17 Exploration Breakfast Talk Series Coming Soon! 
 

If your company is interesting in highlighting and discussing its early-stage exploration project, 
please contact  

Tyler Ruks (TylerRuks@hotmail.com)  or any other council member.  

Panoramic view to the N of Baker Mine, Toodoggone District, BC.  

mailto:%20news@gac-cs.ca
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Update By Christa Pellett  

Geoscience BC is an independent, non-profit organization that generates 

earth science in collaboration with First Nations, local communities, governments, academia and the resource 

sector.  Geoscience BC’s independent earth science enables informed resource management decisions and 

attracts investment and jobs to British Columbia. 

Recent Project Highlights 

Search Project – Geoscience BC’s current major minerals project was launched in June 2015.  The multi-year 

project is focused on generating high quality regional magnetic survey data for keys area in BC.  The Phase 1 

survey, located near the communities of Terrace, Kitimat and Smithers, was released at Roundup 2016 and is 

available through Geoscience BC’s website. 

Sander Geophysics is currently flying the Phase 2 survey, which is the largest airborne survey in Geoscience 

BC’s history.  Over 116,000 line-km of new airborne magnetic and radiometric data is being collected near the 

communities of Burns Lake, Houston and Fraser Lake (total survey area is roughly an equivalent to 75 per cent 

the size of Vancouver Island).  This new data set is expected to be released in late 2016/early 2017.  The sur-

vey was also the focus of a short feature on the Discovery Channel’s Daily Planet show in September 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace Project – Geoscience BC’s Peace Project is generating new groundwater information in northeast BC’s 

Peace Region, supporting the protection of groundwater and serving as a key component of the Northeast Wa-

ter Strategy.  The project is a collaborative effort between Geoscience BC, Northern Development Initiative 

Trust, the Province, the BC Oil & Gas Commission, Conoco Phillips, Progress Energy, BC Oil and Gas Re-

search and Innovation and the Peace River Regional District.  

An airborne electromagnetic survey was flown in 2015 by SkyTEM Surveys ApS, and is now available through 

Geoscience BC.  In addition, Aarhus Geophysics has completed 3D inversions over five regions of the survey, 

and results will be available in the near future.  Geoscience BC is will be drilling up to three test wells this fall/

Spring 2017.  

TREK Project – Geoscience BC’s TREK project, which over the last two years has produced new airborne 

magnetic data, biogeochemistry and till geochemistry in the area south of Vanderhoof and west of Quesnel, is 

nearing completion.  MDRU released a new geology map as part of the project last fall, and will be completing  

 

One of two aircraft 

ready to fly Geoscience 

BC's Search project 

airborne geophysical 

survey. Sander Geo-

physics completed over 

116,000 kilometres of 

flying in west central 

BC in 2016  
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Geoscience BC Update continued. 

final geological mapping and integration work in the near future.  

Data Releases 

In addition to the projects discussed above, Geoscience BC has recently released the following reports: 

Reconnaissance Biogeochemical Survey using Spruce-tops in the West Road (Blackwater) River area, Fra-

ser Plateau, BC (Report 2016-04) 

Direct-Use Geothermal Resources in BC (Report 2016-05) 

Geology of the Almost Mountain Map Sheet (Report 2016-08) 

Distribution and Nature of the Eocene Ootsa Lake Group in the Chilcotin Plateau, part of Quesnel and 

Anahim Lake map areas, central BC (Report 2016-12) 

Interpretation of Quaternary Sediment and Depth to Bedrock through data compilation and correction of 

Gamma Logs (Report 2016-04) 

Geoscience BC Summary of Activities 2015 (Report 2016-01) 

Fall 2017 data releases are expected to include the Mount Polley Porphyry Integration Atlas, the Curie Point 

Depth Mapping pilot project and final results from the Horn River Basin water monitoring project. 

Earth Science Viewer 

The Geoscience BC Earth Science Viewer (ESV) is the purpose built web-mapping application for viewing, 

downloading and querying Geoscience BC data. It was initially made available in Beta version between May 

and July 2015 with improved features and content for a fuller interactive user experience.  The Earth Science 

Viewer allows everyone to: 

View Geoscience BC information from their personal computer or mobile devices 

Download data via link to report pages 

Search and query data in the ESV map viewer 

Upload and visualize user specific spatial datasets 

Select various base maps and drill down through geology, geochemistry and geophysics data  

Create and print map layouts, as well as share map views by email or post to social media platforms 

Enjoy an enhanced experience with their tablets and smartphone 

 

The Beta testing phase ended in June 2015 and the improved ESV was launched in October 2015. Geoscience 

BC is continuing to add new features and functionalities to the ESV to improve the user experience and meet 

the demands of all British Columbians.  

 New Projects 

Geoscience BC continually develops new projects both internally and through RFP processes.  Recent new 

project highlights include: 

BC Natural Gas Atlas (University of Victoria) 

An assessment of the use of halogens and volatiles in vegetation, soil and snow to detect buried deposits 

(Heberlein Geoconsulting) 

A series of follow-up geochemical studies in the TREK project area (REFLEX Geosciences, MYAR Consult-

ing and Noble Exploration Services) 

A techno-economic assessment of geothermal energy in northeast BC (University of Victoria) 
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Geoscience BC Update continued. 

Preliminary reports for all new project will be released as part of the Geoscience BC Summary of Activities 

2016 volume (published January 2017).  

Upcoming Events 

Bruce Madu (Vice-President Minerals & Mining) will be at the Minerals South Conference in Nelson No-

vember 1-4.  The conference is expected to include updates on a couple Geoscience BC projects. 

Carlos Salas (Vice-President, Energy) will be presenting at the CSPG Geothermal Workshop in Calgary on 

September 30. 

Bruce and Carlos are presenting “Innovative Earth Science Research from a Public Geoscience Organiza-

tion – Supporting BC as a Global Leader” at the APEGBC Conference in Victoria on October 21. 

Geoscience BC will be at Roundup in January 2017. 

Staffing Update 

Bas Brusche recently joined Geoscience BC as Vice President, External Relations.  Most recently, Bas worked 

as Director of Development, Partnerships and Community Relations at a leading Canadian independent renew-

able power producer where he was responsible for business development and government relations as well as 

managing First Nations relations, stakeholder relations, media relations and corporate communications in BC.  

Bas will be responsible for working closely with Geoscience BC's senior management team to develop and de-

liver outreach strategies that support the development of our public earth science work ensuring our programs 

meet the needs and expectations of First Nations, local communities, governments, the resource sector and 

others. 

Ron Prasad also recently joined Geoscience BC as GIS Specialist.  Most recently, Ron worked for a Vancouver 

based junior exploration company as a GIS Specialist where he was responsible for managing the GIS data for 

mineral exploration projects in British Columbia, Australia and the United States. Ron will be driving the ad-

vancement of the Earth Science viewer, managing spatial data deliverables as well as producing map products 

in support of earth science project design, publications, communications and outreach materials.  

Let the Games Begin? A look back at “Logan Day” 

Ian Patterson recently returned to the Cordilleran Section the Logan Cup, a prestigious award that was given to 

the team winning what might be considered a modified iron-man competition at Logan Day events, which the 

Cordilleran Section hosted in the past. You are probably wondering what is “Logan Day”. The answer comes in 

part from a past organizer: Charlie Roots. 

In 1978, Geri Eisbacher proposed establishing a national day for geologists to honor the founder of the Geolog-

ical Survey of Canada, Sir William Edmond Logan. Although not officially recognized as a national holiday, Lo-

gan Day was taken up with enthusiasm by the local geoscience community. To kick the day off, in September 

1978, Dirk Tempelman-Kluit chartered a mid-size pleasure vessel that a mixed crowd of explorationists and 

GSC Vancouver families boarded at the foot of Water Street for a cruise to Belcarra Park, where a series of skill 

and strength-testing races for companies and field crews (last task was to throw the entire field kit-and-

kaboodle over the tail rotor (sans helicopter) suspended between two trees) was held. The event was won by 

Team Tahtsa, Glenn Wordsworth’s GSC field crew, although Anaconda Canada, captained by Gerry Carlson, 

tried very hard.  

Continued page 7. 
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Upcoming Talks 

October 5: 

GAC Cordilleran Section and MDRU are pleased to announce a public talk by:  

Dr. John Jamieson 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 

“Seafloor massive sulfide deposits and the future of 

deep-sea mining” 

Wednesday October 5th, 4:00pm 
Geological Survey of Canada Discovery Centre 

15th Floor, 605 Robson Street, Vancouver, BC 
Admission is free, but space is limited. Seating on a first come-first served basis.  

Abstract. Seafloor massive sulfide (SMS) deposits 
form at high-temperature hydrothermal vents on the 
ocean floor and are rich in economically-valuable 
metals such as Cu, Zn, Pb, Au and Ag.  As a result of 
recent advances in submarine and exploration tech-
nology, and a push by nations to secure strategic 
metal supplies, SMS deposits may soon be the first 
mineral resource extracted from the deep ocean 
floor.  However, active hydrothermal vents are also 
home to unique chemosynthetic organisms, and the 
link between these vent communities and the greater 
deep ocean ecosystem remains poorly under-
stood.  In this talk, I will present the current state of 
knowledge regarding the formation, distribution and 
resource potential of SMS deposits, and recent ad-
vances in exploration techniques.  I will also discuss 
realities and misconceptions regarding the future p 

November 1: 

GAC Cordilleran Section Exploration Series Morning Talks resume 8:00 am 

Discovery Centre, Geological Survey of Canada 1500—605 Robson St. 

“Frog River Pb-Zn-Ag prospect: a porphyry target?” 

Discussion  Leader TBA 

Entry: $5 on the door; coffee, tea and muffins provided 

RSVP: space is limited; please pre-register by email at: talks@gac-cs.ca  
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Logan Days continued. 

In September 1979 Logan Day was celebrated in several cities by 

clusters of GAC Sections. Charlie organized one at Carleton Uni-

versity’s Fieldhouse which drew more than 100, largely from the 

Ottawa GSC. After “field-tests”, participants ate roasted pig and 

chicken. That year and the subsequent were written up in Geolog; 

Ward Neale a booster of the day.  

While recently clearing out old files Charlie’s hand was stayed by a 

folder called “GAC picnics”, within which a description of the 1988 

Logan Day events was found: 

  “On May 1 some 75 hardy geotypes, spouses, friends and 

family braved unseasonal bluster for the first annual(?) GAC Cor-

dilleran Section’s picnic at Stanley Park. It was a “going-to-the-

bush bash” which combined good friends, food, drink and games 

for all ages and abilities. 

  “The main event was the ‘The Game’: for many their first 

field “traverse”. Teams of four to eight (each included males, fe-

males and somebody under 1.3 m high) were roused from their 

burlap “sleeping bags” by a clanging alarm and hopped to 

“breakfast” (orange and dry cookies), round up travers gear pur-

posely strewn about and set off on a tour of local geography. After 

crossing the River Styx (piggyback), each team had to locate four 

stations to collect rock samples, and tackle skill-testing trivia, some 

questions that only the youngest were able to answer. Teams finished by strapping on one large pair of skis (2 

x 4’s) and striding in unison, urged and obstructed by spectators. 

  “The Hot Dogs, comprising Bob, Susie and Mayumi Rollings, Stew and Cathie Woolverton and Lara Re-

nihan (the RWR Minerals Graphics crew) finished first, but the Stingers (Lionel and Lisa Jackson, Bert and 

Chris Struik, and Dirk Tempelman-Kluit) answered more questions correctly, resulting in a tie. A handsome tro-

phy, commissioned by Dirk for Logan Day in 1978 (and hidden in Al Sinclair’s lab since UBC won it eight years 

ago) was duly presented, along with momentos to the kids who thrilled to the exploration of Stanley Park’s 

“Bush”. In spite of their reputation, not one geochemist was lost! 

  “Victors and vanquished then retired to sizzling burgers served up by MasterChef Roy Woolverton.  Fris-

bee, soccer and baseball games broke out as did late afternoon showers. The may Day picnic was a fitting fin-

ish to an active year for the Cordilleran Section. The energy, enthusiasm and organization of Gerry Carlson, 

Jenny Gretsinger, Brian Hall, Charlie Roots and Ellen Woolverton made it happen, with generous support from 

the mining service industry and the B.C. and Yukon Chamber of Mines. “Mayday Magic” (or Mayhem, if you 

prefer!) 1988 was a great way to get a running start on the new field season.” 

According to Dirk Tempelman-Kluit the events in Vancouver began to emulate the Kumquatly games, which 

later turned into Ross River Days, but that’s another story. Clearly the date for Logan Day is subject to the 

whims of organizers, as it can be either a spring going to the bush bash or a fall back from the bush bash. . . . 

any takers? 

Sadly, shortly after providing us with his insightful and entertaining recollections of the Logan Day festivities, 

Charlie Roots passed away on June 29
th
 following a lengthy illness. GAC-CS and all his friends in the Cordille-

ran geological community will miss him, and we would like to offer our sincerest condolences to his family. 

The Logan Cup 
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Council 

President: 
Thomas Bissig  
(UBC—MDRU) 

 
Vice-President: 
John Chapman 
(GSC) 

 
Secretary: 
Tyler Ruks 
(West Cirque Resources) 

 
Treasurer: 
Peter Friz 
(Hatch) 

 
Membership/Website: 
Glyn Williams-Jones 
(SFU) 

 
Newsletter: 
Nathalie Vigouroux 
(Douglas College) 

 
UBC Student Rep: 
Nikolett Kovacz 
(UBC-MDRU) 

 
Councillors:  
Russell Hartlaub 
(BCIT) 
 

Carl Verley 
(Amerlin Exploration Services) 

 

Contact Us 

For more information 

about the GAC-CS and to 

become a member, con-

tact us at: 

Email: info@gac-cs.ca 

http://www.gac-cs.ca  

Mail: PO Box 398  

Station A Bentall Centre  

Vancouver, BC  

V6C 2N2  

Upcoming Meetings 
BCGS Open House 
 
November 17 & 18, 2016 

Victoria, B.C. 

 
Official Website and Registration  

___________________________________________ 
 
Yukon Geoscience 
Forum 
 
November 19-22, 2016 

Whitehorse, Yukon 

 
http://yukongeoscience.ca/ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
AME BC Roundup 
 
January 23-26, 2017 

Vancouver, B.C. 

 
http://roundup.amebc.ca/ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 

Society for Geology 
Applied to Mineral 
Deposits (SGA) 
Biennial Meeting 
 

August 20-23, 2017 

Quebec City, Quebec 

 
http://sga2017.ca/ 

GAC-CS Newsletter                Oct 2016 

The GAC Cordilleran Section wishes you a great 

fall and winter 

 

http://www.gac-cs.ca/
http://www.em.gov.bc.ca/Mining/Geoscience/Pages/OpenHouse2016.aspx
http://sga2017.ca/

